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BENG-AL, bay of; a great triangular body
of water, the northern portion of the Indian
Ocean, lying between India and Farther
India, or Burma, Suim and Malacca and
which may be regarded as extending south
to Ceylon and Sumatra. It receives the
Ganges, Brahmaputra and Irrawaddy rivers.
Calcutta, Rangoon and Madras are the most
important cities on or near its coasts.
BENGALI, ben galfle, one of the vernac-
ular languages of India, spoken by about
50,000,000 people in Bengal. It is akin to
Sanskrit, is written in characters that are
evidently modified from that language, and
it possesses many words borrowed from the
Sanskrit, Large numbers of Bengali books
and newspapers are now published. The
word Bengali is English; the native term is
Bang a Bhasa, It is the native tongue of
Eabindranath Tagore, who received a Nobel
Prixe in Literature,
BENQ-OUaH, lengoff, john wilson
(1851-1923), a Canadian caricaturist, lec-
turer and poet, born in Toronto and educated
at the Whitby district and grammar schools.
He prepared for the practice of law, but
changed to journalism. He established in
Toronto in 1873 T'he Grip, a humorous week-
ly illustrated by himself. His political car-
toons in this paper showed a high degree of
artistic talent and attracted wide attention,
the New York Herald pronouncing him the
greatest cartoonist of the continent. In 1892
he severed Ms connection with The Grip and
was employed for a time as caricaturist by
the Montreal Star; later he joined the staff of
the Toronto Globe in the same capacity. Mr.
Bengough is also widely known as a humor-
ous lecturer and as a poet. He is the author
of the famous election song, Ontario, Ontario.
Among Ms publications are Popular Read-
ings, Original and Selected; Caricature His-
tory of Canadian Politics; Motley Verses,
Gram and Gay; The Up-to-date Primer, A
ffirst Book of Lessons for Little Political
Economists. He was appointed an associate
of the Royal Canadian Academy of Arts
upon the formation of that institution in
1880; in 1S91 he was elected president of
the Single Tax Association.
BBNOTELA, ben gctfla> a district which is
& patt of Portuguese West Africa, situated
<m the west coast, and forming one of the
fteee provinces of Angola. It has an area of
aiKrat 150,000 square miles. The region is
i: well watered and produces abundant crops.
 The minerals include copper, silver, salt,
sulphur and petroleum, but none of them is
mined to any extent. In the earlier times it
was a prominent market for slaves. The
only town of importance is Benguela, the
capital, situated on a bay of the Atlantic in
a beautiful valley. From it a railroad ex-
tends about 200 miles into the interior. It
will eventually connect with the Cape-to-
Cairo Railway.
BEN-HUE, a popular novel by General
Lew Wallace, first published in 1880. Fully
1,000,000 copies of this story have been sold,
and the dramatic version was for years a stage
favorite throughout the United States. The
story has a Christian-Jewish background and
is laid in the time of Christ. Ben-Hur, the
hero, is a young Jew who endures persecu-
tion at the hands of Messala. In an exciting
chariot race—the great spectacular feature
of both the novel and the play—Ben-Hur
defeats his enemy and avenges himself tri-
umphantly. Later he became a Christian.
BENJAMIN", the'youngest of the twelve
sons of Jacob, and founder of the tribe of
Benjamites. Benjamin's mother was Rachel,
and she was also the mother of Joseph. The
story of these brothers is related in these
volumes in the subhead Bible Stories, in the
article bible. In later history the Ben-
jamites took part in a war against the other
tribes of Israel, and at the division of the .
kingdom united with Judah.
BEN'JAMIN, judah philip (1811-1884),
an American lawyer and statesman, born in
the "West Indies. When a young child he
was taken to North Carolina; he later studied
law in New Orleans and was elected United
States Senator for Louisiana in 1857. He
was an able and earnest advocate of the
Southern cause in the pre-Civil War era, and
when the Confederacy was organized, he be-
came Attorney-General in its Cabinet, later
becoming Secretary of State. He proved re-
markably capable, being widely known as
"the brains of the Confederacy," In 1865
he went to London, where he practiced law
•until his death.
BEN L01&OND, a mountain in Scotland,
in Stirlingshire, rising to a height of 3,192
feet and giving a magnificent prospect of
the vale of Stirling, the Lothians, the Clyde,,
Ayrshire, Isle of Man and the hills of An-
trim. This mountain and the surrounding
country occupy a prominent place in Scott's
Lady of the Lake.

